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Synopsis

In more than 300 years of Shakespearean scholarship, only one book, the famous Shakespeare
Lexicon and Quotation Dictionary, has investigated the meaning of every word that Shakespeare
wrote. The lifetime work of Professor Alexander Schmidt of KAfAqnigsberg, this book has long
been the indispensable companion for every person seriously interested in Shakespeare,
Renaissance poetry and prose of any sort, or English literature. It is really two important books in
one.SchmidtA¢a -a,¢s set contains every single word that Shakespeare used, not simply words
that have changed their meaning since the seventeenth century, but every word in all the accepted
plays and the poems. Covering both quartos and folios, it carefully distinguishes between shades of
meaning for each word and provides exact definitions, plus governing phrases and locations, down
to the numbered line of the Cambridge edition of Shakespeare. There is no other word dictionary
comparable to this work.Even more useful to the general reader, however, is the incredible wealth of
exact quotations. Arranged under the words of the quotation itself (hence no need to consult
confusing subject classifications) are more than 50,000 exact quotations. Each is precisely located,
so that you can easily refer back to the plays or poems themselves, if you wish context.Other
features helpful to the scholar are appendixes on basic grammatical observations, a glossary of
provincialisms, a list of words and sentences taken from foreign languages, a list of words that form

the latter part of word-combinations. This third edition features a supplement with new findings.
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Customer Reviews

| seem to be building a library of works like this that provide insight and a contextual reference to the



thousands of quotes we use every day without ever knowing from whence they came or what they

really mean.

It has a huge catalog of words, almost all the words used by shakespeare. The only problem is that
if it's a ebook u cannot type in the one word your looking for and get the exact result. It will give u a
word similar in spelling,then u have to skip ( God knows how many pages) until u find your word. It

gets frustrating overtime

| bought the Kindle edition because | could adjust the print size. The paperback copy is very hard to
read for me due to its incredibly tiny print and cramped pages. | thought the Kindle’s search function
would make it simple to use, but each time | searched a key word in the dictionary, the search
engine would take me to every instance of the term except the main definition. When | tried using
page scrolling to flip through pages more quickly though the reference, the scroll would not allow me
to easily search within a section so | would jump from letter to letter. Instead of being able to quickly
search though the text as a reference, Kindle was forcing me to flip. One. Page. At. A. Time. In.
Order. To. Find. Each. Term. And. It. Made. The. Whole. Experience. A. Rage. Inducing. Waste. Of.
Time. Especially for someone who needed the reference book for a graduate studies course. In the
end, the Kindle edition is a waste of money due to poor file search design. Maybe I'd have better

luck if I'd bought it for the Nook.

This is indispensable for any Shakespearean actor or student. Very useful. If you work with
Shakespeare on any kind of regular basis, you would do well to invest in the two volumes of this
lexicon. | would love to see this digitized at some point, and made into a searchable program which
can be used from a phone or tablet. For now, I've found that using the books is actually easier than
Googling phrases or words, partly because the answers you'll find in these books are definitive,
whereas the information you find online can be of questionable value. As an actor, I'm not interested
in finding breadth of opinion -- | want a ’right’ answer to my question, and | want it right away. So this

lexicon is always by my side when | am doing textwork on any Shakespearean play.

In great shape and at a great price.

This is a great tool for students of Shakespeare. Get both books though - this is only half of the

Lexicon.



Excellent resource, a veritable Shakespeare an concordance, leaving no stone (or noun) unturned.

Love, love, love this. Don’t forget that you need to buy the volume |l to have the N-Z. Other than

that, you’re good to go!
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